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CEI Launches Tree Canopy
Stormwater BMP Website

CEI recently launched www.treecanopybmp.org – a stormwater
management website containing material developed by CEI on the
use of tree canopy for stormwater management. Mature trees, both as
individual landscape features and as undisturbed areas of woodland
cover, provide significant benefits in the interception of rainfall and
the consequent reduction of stormwater runoff. However, current
design practices and regulatory programs for stormwater
management in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts do not
specifically recognize this ecological service provided by canopy
trees.
Ironically, development practice often involves clearing large areas of woodland cover in order to
provide space for installing stormwater management facilities to meet regulatory standards, with a
permanent loss of the stormwater reduction function, not to mention other ecological benefits
offered by mature tree canopy.
Funded by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), this project explored the potential stormwater reduction
benefits of trees, as a foundation for a program to preserve, replace, and enhance mature tree
canopy as an integrated component of stormwater management permitting, design, and
implementation in Massachusetts.
The project included the following:
•
•
•

characterized the potential role of canopy trees in achieving significant reductions in
stormwater runoff;
offers model regulatory language for use at both the municipal and state level for fostering
the employment of tree canopy as a Best Management Practice; and
identifies guidelines for the use of trees for stormwater management in the urban landscape.

Visit www.treecnopybmp.org to access the regulatory template, available designs and project
resources.
For more information please contact David Nyman, P.E. at 800.725.2550 x320 or
dnyman@ceiengineers.com or Stephanie Hanson at x318 or shanson@ceiengineers.com.
CEI is an award winning civil and environmental engineering firm incorporated in 1987 serving the U.S Northeast.
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